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made at Priesten against Vandamme, and the
King sent his adjutants in all directions to beat up
reinforcements from the other retreating columns.
The Tsar distinguished himself in equal measure.
He had reached Dux, whence he had a broad view
of the Teplitz valley, after the fighting had already
begun. Seeing how matters lay, and that Oster-
inann was in pressing need of reinforcements, he
induced Metternich, whom he found in Dux, to
change a command already given by Schwarzen-
berg and despatch Colloredo to the rescue. The
result was a victory for Ostermann, but one very
dearly bought and not decisive. Of his force of
14,700 men more than 6000 lay dead and wounded.
Meanwhile the columns of the allies that were
retreating by roads other than the new Teplitz
road where Ostermann's skirmish took place had
been less energetically pursued but the physical
discomforts had been great. We have an entry
for August 2 gth in the diary of the gth Silesian
Landwehr regiment:

The lack of all the necessaries of life continues and
has become very acute. The soldiers, up to their knees
in the swampy ground, tortured by the unintermittent
downpour of rain, without food to sustain them, with
neither wood nor straw at hand, in great part without
cloaks and in linen trousers, experience the greatest
misery. The general retreat begins at dawn, but
several hundred stiffened, almost starved, men of the
regiment had to be left lying. A great number died;
a part of them cannot work their way out of the mud